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Karl Magnus og Hans Jasvninger. i Norsk Bearbeidelse fra det 
Trettende Aarhundrede. Udgivet af C. R. linger. 1 vol. 8vo. 
Christiania. 1859. 

Personalier oplseste ved Hans Majestset Kong Oscar den I's 
Begravelse i Ridderholmskirken, den 8de August, 1859. 8vo pamph. 
Christiania. 1859. 

Al-Mufassal, Opus de Re Grammatica Arabicum, Auctore Abul- 
Kasim Mahmud Bin 'Omar Zamahs'ario, ad Fidem Codicum Manu 
Scriptorum Edidit J. P. Broch. 8vo pamph. Christianise. 1859. 
Nathan Appleton. 

Letter to the Hon. William C. Rives, of Virginia, on Slavery and 
the Union. 8vo pamph. Boston. 1860. 
Richard Owen, M. D., V. P. R. S., etc. 

Address by Richard Owen. — Superintendent of the Nat. Hist. 
Departments, British Museum. 8vo pamph. London. 
Association of Miners and Smokers. 

Bericht tiber die erste allgemeine Versammlung zu Wien 

(10. bis 15. Mai 1858) Redigirt und Herausgegeben von Comite' 
der Versammlung. 1 vol. 8vo. Wien. 1859. 



Four hundred and eighty-fifth meeting. 

August 8, 1860. — Stated Meeting. 

The President in the chair. 

A quorum for the transaction of business not being present, 
only scientific communications were in order. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated two papers, en- 
titled as follows : — 

" A List of the Phasnogamous Species of a Botanical Collec- 
tion made in the Eastern Part of Cuba by Charles Wright, in 
the years 1856, 1857, and 1859 - 60, with characters of the New 
Genera and Species : Part I. The Polypetalse and Apetalas, 
by Professor A. Grisebach, of the University of Gb'ttingen." 

" Determinations of the Perns of the same collection, also of 
Fendler's Venezuelan Collection, by Daniel C. Eaton, of New 
York." 

Dr. C. T. Jackson read and commented on a letter received 
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by him from M. Moissent, of the Imperial School of Mines, 
Paris, giving an account of a new gas-engine, invented by M. 
Lenoir of that city. He also gave some further details con- 
cerning the frozen well, at Brandon, Vermont. 



Four hundred and eighty-sixth meeting. 

September 11, 1860. — Monthly Meeting. 

The President in the chair. 

Professor Horsford, chairman of the Rumford Committee, 
laid upon the table the dies for the Rumford medal, received 
from the United States Mint, in pursuance of a vote of the 
Academy at the last Anniversary Meeting. And they were 
deposited in the iron safe of the Academy. 

Professor Horsford submitted a memoir on the relations 
of the salts of zinc and alumina to those of soda and potassa. 

Messrs. Charles W. Eliot and Prank H. Storer presented 
the two following notes, supplementary to their Memoir upon 
the Impurities of Commercial Zinc. 

I. On the Amounts of Lead contained in some Silver Coins. 

From our experiments upon the impurities of commercial zinc,* 
we found that this metal almost invariably contains lead. In the 
preparation of silver at the United States Mint, zinc is used for the 
purpose of reducing chloride of silver,t and a sample of zinc similar 
to that used at the Mint, which we examined, yielded half of one per 
cent of lead. The question naturally suggested itself whether lead 
might not thus find its way into American silver coin, and to deter- 
mine this point we have analyzed several American coins, as specified 
in the following table ; for the sake of comparison we subsequently 
examined the other coins therein enumerated. 



* Memoirs of the American Academy, 1860 [n. s ], VIII. 57. 

t Booth and Morflt's Smithsonian Keport on Recent Improvements in the 
Chemical Arts, (Washington, 1851,) p. 56. Compare Wilson's Report on the New 
York Industrial Exhibition, in Dingler's Polyt. Journal, 1855, CXXXV. 119. 



